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KOREA'S CGM BOOM LFTS GLUCOSE MONITOR MARKET 60%,
BUT IMPORTS STILL DOMINATE

Korea’s glucose monitoring market grew rapidly,
driven by continuous glucose monitoring, which
now accounts for nearly half of spending and
dominates home care. However, heavy import
dependence and limited insurance reimbursement
will determine how widely CGM adoption expands
and whether domestic suppliers can compete.

PAN-MINISTERIAL FUND DRIVES KOREA MEDICAL DEVICE ARMS TO
SECURE 467 PROJECTS AND ¥W550BN INVESTMENT

Korea’'s Medical Device Development Fund
reported strong first-phase results after six years,
2025 =K 9]i=J|7] R&D HYX ‘M backing 467 projects with nearly 948 billion won.
uEiMy BeR 1 ReDY DA 2 ( Outcomes included thousands of papers and
' ) patents, major private investment, KOSDAQ
listings, and award-winning innovations. A second
phase launches next year with similar-scale
funding.

CHINATO OVERTAKE THE US IN NEW DRUG APPROVALS BY 2025...46
FDA APPROVALS, 68 NMPA APPROVALS

China surpassed the US in new drug approvals in
2025, reflecting intensifying biotech competition.
FDA approvals declined, while oncology and ADCs
dominated. Formulation innovations like
subcutaneous Keytruda highlighted a shift toward
improved patient convenience and differentiated
drug delivery.
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CANCERIS ON THE DECLINE, METABOLIC DISEASES ARE ON THE RISE--- A
GENERATIONAL SHIFT IN THE GLOBAL PHARMACEUTICAL MARKET BY

The global biopharma industry is shifting its
growth focus to metabolic diseases from 2026.
Obesity and diabetes therapies are becoming core
revenue drivers, led by GLP-1 innovation.
Formulation, mechanism differentiation, and post-
patent pipeline strategies will define future
competitiveness.

MFDS has been recognized by the WHO as a Listed
Authority (WLA) across all regulatory functions.
The designation confirms Korea’s regulatory
maturity in drug and vaccine review, clinical trials,
and inspections, strengthening global trust,
international procurement eligibility, and export
competitiveness.

RARE MEDICINES ONCE IMPORTED BY PATIENTS TO BE SUPPLIED
DIRECTLY BY GOVERNMENT

Korea’s MFDS will directly supply rare and essential
medicines previously imported by patients, cutting
delivery times from months to one day and
reducing costs. The plan expands emergency
imports, insurance coverage, and domestic
contract manufacturing to secure stable access to
critical drugs and medical devices for rare disease
patients.
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